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February 2, 2021 
 
 
The Honorable Corey Johnson 
Speaker of the New York City Council 
250 Broadway 
New York, NY 10007 
 
 
Dear Speaker Johnson, 
 
As leaders of organizations that serve and represent New York City’s residents and interest 
groups, we are deeply concerned about the disproportionate impact the City’s economic crisis 
is having on vulnerable low-income New Yorkers. While City leadership is rightly focused on the 
crucial issues of public health, education, and business reopening, they must also take steps to 
ensure that we come out of this crisis as a more just and equitable City, one that supports New 
Yorkers in need and builds the resilience to overcome future challenges and crises. To that end, 
we are writing today to seek your support to fix a critical, but broken, tool for combatting 
homelessness—the CityFHEPS rental voucher program.  
 
CityFHEPS is the best hope for many New Yorkers seeking to escape homelessness, but it often 
provides elusive hope because the voucher pays hundreds of dollars less than market rent. The 
City Council’s proposal, Intro. 146, would raise the maximum rent for the voucher and tie it to 
Fair Market Rent—the same standard used for Section 8 and other housing subsidy programs. 
We urge you to pass this legislation to unlock housing opportunity and choice for extremely 
low-income New Yorkers, and to ensure that NYC’s housing tools are working effectively for our 
residents as the City recovers from COVID-19.  
 
There is no neighborhood in NYC where the median asking rent is within the current CityFHEPS 
rent limits for a family of three or four. But since March, if the voucher paid Fair Market Rent 
there would have been 15 neighborhoods where the median asking rent was affordable. This 
means that if Intro. 146 had been passed before the pandemic, homeless New Yorkers with a 
CityFHEPS voucher would have had apartment options in 15 neighborhoods, instead of in zero. 
Homeless New Yorkers are spending months, even years, longer in shelter than they would if 
the voucher paid Fair Market Rent. With hundreds of essential workers currently in homeless 
shelters (for example, since March, nearly 350 adults in Win shelters alone have been essential 
workers at some point during the pandemic), it is unfair to offer empty hope in the form of 
rental assistance that does not pay the rent. 
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Increasing voucher amounts will not only create housing opportunity and choice for voucher 
holders, it will save the City money at a time when there is a projected multi-year budget 
deficit. For each month less that one family with children spends in shelter due to an increased 
housing voucher amount, the city will save more than $6,000 in shelter costs. 

 
Intro. 146 already has a veto proof majority of Council Members signed on in support, from all 
five boroughs. We ask you to join us in supporting this legislation and to pass it into law with 
the urgency felt by every family working to leave shelter. Creating housing opportunity for 
working New Yorkers who live in shelters is both fair and fiscally responsible, and helps to 
ensure that our lowest-income neighbors are not left further behind during the economic 
recovery. 
 
Thank you for your consideration. 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 

Jennifer Sun and Thomas Yu 
Co-Executive Directors 

Asian Americans for Equality 
 

 Beth Finkle 
State Director 

AARP New York 

Joanne M. Oplustil 
President & CEO 

CAMBA, Inc. 
 

 Christie Peale 
CEO/Executive Director 

Center for New York City Neighborhoods 
 

Wayne Ho 
President and CEO 

Chinese-American Planning Council 

 Rob Solano 
Executive Director 

Churches United for Fair Housing 

Jessica Katz 
Executive Director 

Citizens Housing and Planning Committee 

 David Giffen 
Executive Director 

Coalition for the Homeless 

Rafael Cestero 
President & CEO 

Community Preservation Corporation 

 David R. Jones 
President & Chief Executive Officer 

Community Service Society of New York 
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Kristin Miller 

Director 
Corporation for Supportive Housing 

 

 Jennifer Jones Austin 
Chief Executive Officer and Executive Director 

FPWA 
 

Kelsey Louie 
Chief Executive Officer 

GMHC 

 Karen Haycox 
Chief Executive Officer 

Habitat for Humanity New York City 
 

Bonnie Mohan 
Executive Director 

The Health & Housing Consortium, Inc. 

 Frankie Miranda 
President & CEO 

Hispanic Federation 
 

Cea Weaver 
Campaign Coordinator 
Housing Justice for All 

 

 Aaron Carr 
Executive Director 

Housing Rights Initiative 
 

Michelle Jackson 
Executive Director 

Human Services Council 
 

 Marc L. Greenberg 
Executive Director 

Interfaith Assembly on Homelessness and Housing 
 

John Kastan 
Interim Chief Executive Officer 

The Jewish Board of Family and Children Services 

 Adriene L. Holder 
Attorney in Charge, Civil Practice 

Legal Aid Society 
 

Valerie D. White 
Executive Director 

Local Initiatives Support Corporation NYC 
 

 C. Virginia Fields 
President & CEO 

National Black Leadership Commission on Health, Inc. 

The Reverend Peter Cook 
Executive Director 

New York State Council of Churches 
 

 David Tipson 
Executive Director 

NY Appleseed 

Jodie Milstein 
President & Chief Executive Officer 

New York State Association for Affordable Housing 
 

 James Whelan 
President 

Real Estate Board of New York 
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Tom Wright 
President & CEO 

Regional Plan Association 
 

Liz Roberts 
Interim CEO 
Safe Horizon 

Alexa Sewell 
President 

Settlement Housing Fund 

 Yolande Cadore 
Acting Executive Director 

Tenants & Neighbors 
 

Bea De La Torre 
Managing Director, Housing and Homelessness 

Trinity Church Wall Street 
 

 Michael Mulgrew 
President 

United Federation of Teachers 
 

Sheena Wright 
President & CEO 

United Way of NYC 
 

 Davon Russell 
President 
WHEDco 

 
Christine C. Quinn 
President & CEO 

Win 

 Sharon Greenberger 
President & CEO 

YMCA of Greater New York 
 


